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What Is This?

· Malignant cancer of the penis including the glans (tip).  Penis cancer is uncommon.

How Do I Know If I Have This?

· Early stages:

· A small circular pimple, or painless sore on the penis.  The pimple is easily visible in a circumcised male, but it may go unnoticed in an uncircumcised male.

· Later stages:

· Pain, bleeding or discharge from the tumor.

· Discomfort with urination.

·  Enlarged glands in the groin.

What Causes This?

· Unknown, but penile cancer is rare in men circumcised at birth.

You Are More Likely To Get This If:

· Personal uncleanness, especially of the genitals in uncircumcised males.

How Can I Keep From Getting This?

· Have male children circumcised at birth.

· Examine the penis and testicles frequently.  Seek medical treatment for any sign of infection or sore on the penis.

What Can I Expect If I Get This?

· The 5-year survival rate is about 50%.

· Cancer spreads quickly to other parts of the body and can result in death. 

How Is This Treated?

· Lab blood and urine test. 

· CT scan to find out if the cancer has spread.

· Treatment will depend on staging of the cancer.

· Surgery may be needed to remove the cancer. 

· Radiation therapy if the cancer has not spread.

· Psychotherapy or counseling after surgery to learn to cope with an altered self-image.

· A bladder catheter will be necessary  after surgery and irradiation treatment.

Will I Need To Take Medicine?

· Pain relievers.

· Anti-cancer drugs for widespread cancer.

ACTIVITY

· Resume your normal activities as soon as possible after treatment.  Sexual relations are possible, if enough penile tissue remains following surgery.

DIET

· No special diet.
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