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What Is It?

· A rare condition involving the central nervous system that causes weakness and loss of feeling.

What Are the Signs?
· Muscle weakness in hands and feet, arms and legs, stomach and chest. The weakness spreads within 3 days and may make it very hard for the patient to breathe.

· Shock (weakness, faintness, cold hands and feet, rapid heartbeat, sweating)

· In later stages can cause complete loss of movement for weeks or months.

What Causes It?
· The cause is not known, but you are more likely to get it:

· If you have had recent surgery.

· If you have recently had a shot to keep from getting a disease.

· If you have had a recent illness, such a cold, infection of the stomach lining or intestines, Hodgkin’s disease or lupus.

What Can I Expect?
· Complete recovery in most cases.

· For some persons, symptoms clear in 2 to 3 weeks, in others it takes a year or more.

Some Possible Problems Are:

· Loss of movement of eyelid muscles with eye damage.

· Swelling of blood vessels with blood clots.

· Pneumonia

· Not being able to breathe.

· Constipation.

· Chronic nerve problems.

How Is It Treated?

· Hospitalization.

· Tests such as spinal tap and EMG (studying nerve and muscle disorders and recording activity of muscles).

· A respirator may be needed if breathing muscles become weak.

· In severe cases blood plasma is taken from the patient, treated and replaced.

· Encourage coughing to rid lungs of mucus.

· Use warm compresses or heating pad to help relieve pain and aid early physical therapy.

Will I Need Medicine?

· The Doctor may prescribe laxatives to keep you from being constipated.

· You will need physical therapy.

COMMENTS:

----------------------------------------------------------------------

Patient Name

