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What Is Cellulitis?

· An infection of tissue under the skin. It can affect skin anywhere on the body, but most likely on the face or lower legs.

How Can I Know If I Have Cellulitis?

· There will be tenderness, swelling, and redness on the skin. Cellulitis starts off very small and grows fast in the first day.

· You may have fever, sometimes along with chills and sweats.

· You will have a general ill feeling.

· You may have swollen Iymph glands nearest the infection (sometimes).

What Causes It?

· Infection from bacteria.

You Are More Likely to Get It:

· If you take drugs to suppress your immune system or take cortisone drugs.

· If you have an illness, such as diabetes, or a recent infection that could make you more likely to get sick.

· If you have any injury that breaks the skin, or makes the skin sore.

· If you use IV drugs.

· If you have burns.

· If you have a surgical wound.

How Can I Keep From Getting This?

· Try not to get skin damage. Use protective clothing or gear if you do active work or sports.

· Keep your skin clean.

· Do not go swimming if you have an open sore.

What Can I Expect If I Do Get This?

Cellulitis can usually be cured in about a week with treatment.  Cellulitis may lead to blood poisoning and become very dangerous.

Some Possible Problems Are:

· Blood poisoning, if bacteria enter the bloodstream.

· Brain infection or meningitis, if cellulitis occurs on the central part of the face.

How Is It Treated?

· Lab testss or skin biopsy.

· Use warm-water soaks to make it heal faster and relieve pain and swelling.

· If a lot of fluid is lost from the skin, you may need to be put in the hospital for  treatment.

· Keeping the area raised and trying not to move it can help reduce swelling.

Will I Need to Take Medicine?

· The doctor will prescribe antibiotics to fight infection. Finish all of them, even if symptoms disappear quickly.
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