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What Is This?

· This is skin cancer that affects the basal, or base layer of the skin. It usually involves the skin of face, ears, backs of hands, shoulders and arms and most often affects adults over age 40.

How Do I Know If I Have This?

· This type of cancer is a small skin sore that does not heal in 3 weeks and looks flat and "pearly."  The edges are clear and round. It starts out small, but if not treated it may grow larger.

· The sore will be on skin that is exposed to the sun and sun damage.

· The sore grows slowly. It does not hurt or itch, and may crust over and heal.

What Causes This?

· Basal cell skin cancer is caused by the sun. It may take many years after the damage for the cancer to appear.

· You are more likely to have this if you are over 60, if you are exposed to too much sunlight or if you have fair skin.

How Can I Keep From Getting This?

· Stay out of the sun as much as possible. If you must be in the sun, protect your skin with sunscreen, a hat and clothing

What Can I Expect If I Do Have This?

· Basal cell skin cancer can be cured if treated, but it can flare up again.

· If you do not get treated, the sores may grow. Sometimes they spread to other areas.

How Is This Treated?

· The doctor may remove part of the sore and have it tested.

· If it is cancer, it is treated according to how it looks, where it is and how far along it is.

· The cancer can be removed in several different ways:

1. The lesion is shaved, and then treated with heat.

2. The lesion is cut out.

3. The lesion is frozen.

4. The lesion is removed with laser treatment.

5. The lesion is treated with radiation, if it is in a sensitive place, such as lips or eyelid.

· After surgery:

1. Apply diluted hydrogen peroxide or sterile salt solution to the scab twice a day.

2. Apply a bandage to the scab during the day. Leave it uncovered at night.

3. Wash the wound as usual. Dry gently and completely after bathing or swimming.

Will I Need To Take Medicine?

· For minor pain, Tylenol or aspirin.

· You may use an antibiotic ointment to keep the wound from becoming infected.
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