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What Is This?
· Growth of cancer cells in the vagina or on the vulva (vaginal lips).  Occurs in females ages 45 to 65.

How Can I Tell If I Have This?
· Itching.

· Lots of vaginal bleeding.

· Discomfort or bleeding with intercourse.

· Cancers on the vulva have thick, raised edges and bleed easily.

· Uncomfortable urination, if cancer spreads to the bladder.

· Rectal bleeding, if it spreads to the rectum.

What Causes This?
· Unknown.

You Are More Likely To Get This If:
· Family history of cancer.

· Smoking.

· Many sex partners.

· Other cancer.

How Can I Keep From Getting This?
· Have a yearly pelvic exam and Pap smear.

What Can I Expect If I Get This?
· It is considered incurable, but early detection and treatment offer a good chance for normal life.  Symptoms can be relieved or controlled during treatment.

· Fatal if spreads to other body parts.

How Is This Treated?
· Many tests first to diagnose the cancer, and then to determine any spread to other body organs. Lab blood tests, Pap smear, chest X-ray, CT scan, mammogram, barium enema.

· Surgery, radiation, chemotherapy.

· Surgery (usually) may include vulvectomy, vaginectomy, hysterectomy and Iymph node removal.

· Radiation treatment (sometimes). External radiation shrinks the primary tumor.

Will I Need To Take Medication?
· Anti-cancer drugs usually not prescribed.

· Pain pills as needed. 

· Antibiotics, if urinary-tract infection.

· Stool softeners.

ACTIVITY
· After surgery, resume your normal activities gradually, allowing 6 weeks for full recovery.

· Resume sexual relations, when healing is complete in 8 to 10 weeks.
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