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What Is a Surgical Wound Infection?
Infection in or around a surgical cut (wound).

What Are the Signs It Is Infected?

The following usually begin 5 to 10 days after surgery:

· Pain and redness around the wound.

· Pus and other fluid around the opening, making the stitches tighter.

· Fever (sometimes).

What Causes an Infection?
Bacteria or other germs around or in the wound.

You Are More Likely to Get This:
· If you are an older person.

· If you have a poor diet.

· If you  have diabetes.

· After you have stomach surgery.

· Being too overweight.

· If you are a cancer patient.

How Can I Keep From Getting Infection?
· Use antibiotics before surgery.

· Careful cleansing of the skin before surgery.

What Can I Expect?
· It usually takes about 2 weeks to heal.

Possible Problems Include:

· Blood poisoning.

· Interrupts healing after surgery, sometimes making more surgery and repairs needed.

How Is It Treated?
· The doctor may take test samples of  pus or blood from the area.

· Use a heating pad or warm pad 3 or 4 times a day on area for 30 to 40 minutes.

· Change dressings often, if the wound oozes.

· Surgery to cut into and drain the wound sore (sometimes).

Will I Need Medicine?

· The doctor may prescribe antibiotics or vitamins to speed healing, and pain relievers to relieve pain.
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