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What Is This?

· Bleeding that causes blood to collect and clot under the layer of tissue that covers the brain.

· There are 2 types:  One occurs soon after a bad head injury.  The other may form weeks to months after a head injury.  The injury may have been so small that you do not remember it.

What Are The Signs?

· You may have a constant headache that gets worse every day.

· You may be drowsy or dizzy or confused.

· You may be weak or numb on one side of the body.

· You may have problems with vision.

· Your pupils may be different sizes (sometimes).

What Are The Causes?

·  Head injury.

You Are More Likely to Get This:

· After the use of medicines that keep your blood from clotting, such as aspirin.

· Drinking too much alcohol.

How Can I Keep From Getting This?

Protect your head by:

· Wearing seat belts in cars.

· Wear protective head gear during sports, or while riding a bicycle or motorcycle.

· Do not drink alcohol and drive.

What Can I Expect If This Happens to Me?

· How much you recover depends on your health, age, how bad the injury is, how fast you get help, and how bad the bleeding or clot is.  After the clot is removed, brain tissue usually goes back slowly to its original space.

Some Possible Problems Are:

· Death or brain damage, including being paralyzed, change in behavior and personality, and speech problems.

How Is This Treated?

· Tests may include studies of blood and spinal fluid, X-ray, and CT scan.

· Hospitalization for emergency treatment.

· Surgery to remove the clot.

Will I Need To Take Medicine?

·  Drugs to reduce swelling inside the skull.
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