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What is Otosclerosis?

· Otosclerosis occurs when a bone growth forms in the middle ear.  This growth keeps the small bones in the middle ear from carrying sound waves, and leads to hearing loss.  Otosclerosis is usually in both ears.

How Can I Know If I Have Otosclerosis?

· You will have very slow hearing loss.

· You may have ringing in the ears.

· You will be able to hear better in noisy places than quiet ones.

What Causes It?

· Most people who have otosclerosis inherit it.

You Are More Likely to Get Otosclerosis:

· If your family has a history of hearing loss.

· If you are white. Otosclerosis affects to some degree about 10% of all white people.

Can It Be Cured and What Should I Expect?

· In most cases, hearing is partly returned with surgery.

· If you do not get treatment, you may be deaf in 10 to 15 years.

How is Otosclerosis Treated?
· The doctor will order hearing tests to see how well you hear and if the bones inside your ear are working to take messages to the brain.

· The doctor may do surgery to remove a bone in the middle ear and put in a false one. The hearing is repaired (or partly corrected) in most cases.

· You may use a hearing aid instead of having surgery.

Will I Need to Take Medicine?

Antibiotics may be prescribed after surgery.
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