KAPOSI'S SARCOMA

A Service of the Long Beach V A M C


Patient Education Series 1998

 What Is This:
· A form of skin cancer that is a found most often in patients  with AIDS. It soon attacks the whole body with cancer.

     How Can I Know If I Have This?
·  Skin lesions  on the face, arms and trunk.

·  Lesions in the mouth hinder eating or swallowing.

·  Lesions on the feet hinder with walking.

·  Swelling of the (face and legs.

·  Difficult to breathe due to lesions in the lungs.

       What Causes This?
·  Unknown causes.

       You Are More Likely To Get This If:
·  You have AIDS.

· You are taking medicine for AIDS.

       How Can I Keep From Getting This?
· Practice safe sex.

      What Can I Expect If I Get This?
· If you also have AIDS, you may become seriously ill and die.

      How Is This Treated?
· First goal is to relieve the pain and improve appearances.

· Some lesions can be frozen.

·  Low-doses of radiation.

·  Surgical (sometimes).

Will I Need To Take Medicine?

·  Use of anti-cancer medicine.

· Some oral anti-cancer medicine

      ACTIVITY 

· As much as you can.

      DIET
· No special diet.
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