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What Is This?

· You are allergic to certain medicines.

How Can I Know If I Am Having An Allergic Reaction?

· You may have a rash, itching or hives.

· Your skin may be hot and red.

· You may be very anxious.

· You may begin to wheeze and have trouble breathing.

· You may develop a blood disorder or anemia.

· You may develop nerve damage.

· NOTE: You can have side effects of the 
medicine that are not allergic reactions, 
such as vomiting or diarrhea, fever or a skin 
reaction to sunlight.

What Causes This?

· You can have a reaction to almost any drug, but especially antibiotics such as Penicillin. There is also a greater chance with sulfa drugs, animal serums, vaccines, medicine given to deaden an area (for example for stitches) and dyes used in some X-rays.

· You are more likely to have a reaction if medicine is given in high doses or by shots.

· You are at risk if you have other allergies.

How Can I Keep From Having A Reaction?

· Tell your doctor or nurse if you have ever had any drug reactions.

· If the medicine you are taking causes a reaction, do not take it again.

· Do not take any medicine you do not need.

What Can I Expect If I Do Have a Reaction?

·  Most reactions clear up once you stop taking the medicine.

Some Possible Problems Are:

· You could be sick for months from a serum reaction.

· A very bad reaction can cause death.

Is There A Medicine I Can Take If I Am Having a Reaction?

· There are special medicines that stop allergic reactions.

· There are special kits if someone in the family is allergic to medicine.

· ALWAYS wear ID showing you are allergic to certain drugs.
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