ANIMAL BITES

A Service of the Long Beach V A M C


Patient Education Series 1998

Animal Bites are bite wounds to humans from dogs, cats, or other animals including humans.

· Bite wounds can be tears, punctures, scratches, ripping, or crush injuries.

· Dog bites are usually on the hands, face, or the lower legs and feet.

· Cat bites are usually on the hands, followed by legs and feet, face and trunk.

· Most bite wounds are from a pet you know. Large dogs are the most common source.

· Human bites are often the result of one person striking another in the mouth with a clenched fist.

· You can be bitten by tame or wild animals. Dog bites usually do not become infected. Cat bites and human bites often become infected.

How Can I Keep From Being Bitten?

· Avoid stray animals and wild animals.

What Can I Expect If I Do Get a Bite?

· Wounds should heal in a week to 10 days.

Some Possible Problems Are:

· Infection, soft tissue injuries with scarring, hemorrhage, rabies, and sometimes death.

How Are Animal Bites Treated?

· The wound is cleaned.

· Stitches if needed, but wound will usually be left open to heal to lessen risk of infection.

· Splint hand if it is injured.

· Human bite wounds on the hands should not be closed at first because they are more likely to become infected.

· If the bite is on the foot, leg, hand or arm, keeping it raised will help prevent swelling.

· Contact the local health department and ask them how common rabies is in the kind of animal involved.

· If possible, the animal that caused the bite should be held and checked for rabies.

Will I Need to Take Medicine?

· The doctor may give you antibiotics.

· You may need a tetanus shot.

· Sometimes, a vaccine or serum to keep you from getting rabies may have to be given.
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