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Patient Health Education

AGENT ORANGE

Facts for Veterans Who Served in Vietnam 

Agent Orange

· Agent Orange (dioxin) was used in Vietnam to kill plants and remove leaves from trees, which hid the enemy.

· Agent Orange has been found to cause some illness.

· If you were exposed to Agent Orange, you may wish to sign up with the Agent Orange Registry and have a health exam.

Disability Benefits

· The VA has found some illness may be linked to Agent Orange exposure. These include:

1. Chloracne and PCT (porphyria cutanea tarda) which are skin disorders

2. Type 2 diabetes

3. Peripheral Neuropathy – nerve damage to feet and legs
4. Some cancers – non-Hodgkin’s lymphona, soft tissue sarcoma, Hodgkin’s disease, multiple myeloma, prostate cancer, lung cancer, and cancer of the larynx (voice box), trachea, and bronchus (windpipe)

5. Birth defects such as spina bifida or others found in children of Vietnam veterans.
· Service-connection may be given based on the link with Agent Orange (or other herbicides used in Vietnam).

What is the Agent Orange Registry exam?

· It includes a history and physical exam, blood and urine tests and may include a chest x-ray.

· If you are found to have Agent Orange related illness you may be able to get service-connected disability.

For more information

· VA’s Agent Orange program toll-free helpline:  1-800-749-8387

· Disability compensation program information toll-free:

     1-800-827-1000

· Web site: http://www.va.gov/agentorange/
· VA Long Beach Agent Orange Registrar: 

     (562) 826-8000 ext. 2862

